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Introduction 

The study reported on the following pages is a 
continuation of an investigation of the characteristics and 
subsequent performance of Vancouver °ity College students who 
have transferred to the Un iversity of British Columbia. It is 
a more intensive analysis of the transfer student and his 
achievements at U.B.C. than was contained in the first report* 
h brief comparison of the performance of V.C.C* students and 
“reg u lar” university stu< " f r * is offeree* > < rtain statistical 
procedures used in the first report have been altered and refined 
in the hope of giving a more meaningful interpretation to the 
problem of articulation between V.C.C. and U.B.C. 

Since it is becoming apparent that the two-year college 
is absorbing an increasing percentage of post-secondary students, 
it is the authors’ hope that the implications contained in this 
report will be relevant to the whole program of two-year college 
within the Province of British Columbia* 




ii 



CONTBUTS 



Pare 



Introduction 



List of Tables 



Part A. 
Part B. 



Part C. 



Part D# 



Part E. 



Background. 

Characteristics of Vancouver City College 
Students Transferring to the University 
of British Columbia in Sent ember 1967. 



Subsequent Performance of Vancouver City 
College ti'dents who Transferred to the 
University of British Columbia in 
September 1966. 

Summary of Vancouver City College Students 
Transferring to the University of 
British Columbia. 

Performance of Transfer Students from 
Vancouver City ColWe th* Uni varsity 
of British Columbia in the 1967-196R 
Academic *ear. 



Conclusions 



ii 

iv 

1 



k 



1 17 



57 



61 

72 

76 



Pinal Comments 



a 



LIST oF TABLES 



Table 



Page 



1 Vancouver City College siucents entering the University of 
British Columbia, Septen v -r 1967, by faculty and sex. 

2 Vancouver City College students entering the University of 
British Columbia, Septeml °r 1967, by faculty and year. 

3 Vancouver City College s+ * dents entering the University of 
British Columbia, , Copter* r 1967, according to the university 
year entered. 

4 Vancouver City College students entering the University of 
British Columbia, September 1967, by age group. 

5 Vancouver City College students entering the Faculty of 
Education at the Univej of British Columbia, September 
1967, by age group. 

6 Vancouver City College students entering the University of 
British Columbia, oeptenher Iy 67, in eight selected 
faculties according to the number of semesters taken while 
in attendance at Vancouver City College. 

7 Vancouver City college students entering the University of. 
British Columbia, oentemb- r 19o7, in eight selected faculties, 
by full or part-time c •.assificuticn and mean over-all grade 
point average while in attendance at Vancouver City College. 

8 Vancouver City College students entering the university of. 
British Columbia, f.opv j nber 1967, in eight selected faculties, 
by over-all grade poinn average grouping while in attendance 
at Vancouver City College. 

9 N umb ers of Vancouver City College students entering the 
University of British Columbia, September 1967, in eight 
selected faculties, receiving "fail", "incomplete", or 
"passed" grades in a course while at Vancouver City College. 

10 Vancouver City College grades obtained prior no transfer, 
by transfer students in sixteen selected college courses. 

11 Comparison of year end status of Vancouver City College 
transfer students at the end cf their first year in 
attendance at the University of British Columbia with the 
regular U.B.C. populace for eight selected faculties, 
april 1968. 



6 

7 

9 

11 

U 



13 



15 



19 



20 

22 



25 




iv 



A 



V 



12 



Status of Vancouver City college transfer students after 
completion of one year at the University of British Columbia 
according to G.P.A. while at V.C.C. and compared with the 
status of regular UBC students. 



13 Status of Vance ver City College students with a G.P.A. 
under 2.0 who entered the University of British Columbia, 
September 1967, in eight selected faculties, at tne end 
of the first year in attendance at the University of 
British Columbia. 



14 Status of Vancouver City College students with a G.P.A. of 
2.00 to 2.49 who entered the University of British 
OolumDia, September 1967, in eight selected faculties, at 
the end of the first year in attendance at the University 
of British Columbia. 



15 Status of Vancouver City College students a °f 

2.50 t.o 2.99 who entered tee Uni vers it.;/ of i r fh 3.- v > Columbia, 
September 1967, in eight selected faculties, at end cf 
the first year in attendance at the University of British 
Columbia. 



16 Status of Varr . uver City College students v.;i . a of 

3.00 to 4.00 ‘ o entered the University of V t!:- 1 '-olumbia, 

September 19 b', in eight selected faculties, t v '* end of 
the first year in attendance at the University cf British 
Columbia • 



17 



Vancouver City College students enter 
British Columbia, September i fJ 67, in 
by final standing (using percentage ■ 
City College ana at the University c 



r'ng t’ e Ur 1 verity of 
ei ^ht r-Caen.en faculties 
W'.'Vixr.*"' ■ Vancouver 
r -ritis * Colu-itbia. 



18 



Vancouver City College students entering the 
British Columbia, September 1967, in eight s~. 
by final standing (using percentage averages) 
City College and at the University o' ; rit ! r r 
students who did not earn a P, F or 1 grade 
whii.e at V.C.c. 



iC.-.ve-' ,ty of 
:*c* to- faculties 
at Vancouver 
Co jr.t >ia for 
r an v subject 



> 



19 Vancouver City College students entering t’p Ire. -e^sity of 

British Columbia, September 1967, in eighx, selected faculties, 
by final standing (according to percentage av-^agei at Van- 
couver City College ana at the University of British Columbia 
for students with either a P, F or I grade for **. least, one 
subject while at V.C.C. 



30 



31 



32 



3k 



35 

36 





39 



vi 



20 Vancouver City Co lie . students entering the University of 

British Columbia, September 1967, in four selected faculties, 
by college age or mature classiiication, and final standing 
(according to percentage average) at Vancouver City College 
and at the University of J .C. 



21 Vancouver City College students entering the University of 

British Columbia, iepte^oer 1967, in four selected faculties > 
by full or part-time classification, and final standing 
(according to percentage average) at Vancouver city College 
and c,t the University of ^.C. 



22 Status of Vancouver City College students who entered the 
University of British Columbia, September 1 Q 67, according to 
full or part-time classification, at the end of the first 
y#ar in attendance at *■' ” University of "ritish Columbia. 

23 Faculty and year placement of .‘ancuuver City College students 
who transferred to the University of British Columbia, 
September 1966, given at the start of their second year 

in the University of British Columbia. 

24 Relative placement of Vancouver City College students who 
transferred to tne University of British Columoia, oeptemoer 
1966, at the end of their second year jn attendance at the 
University of British Columbia according to percentage average 

obtained. 



25 Status of Vancouver City College students who entered the 
University of British Columoia, Septenoer I960, at the end 
of their second year in attendance at the University of 
British Columbia. 



26 Status at the end of the first year for Vancouver City 

College transfer students, in six selected faculties, who 
did not re-enroll for a second year at the University of 
British Columbia. 



27 Grade Point Average when at Vancouver City College for 
those students transferring in September 1966, in six 
selected faculties, who did not re-enroll for a second 
vear at the University of British Columbia in September 

1967. 





46 



Ll9 



51 



53 

54 



56 




vli 



28 Ferformance of V.C.C. transfers in various Faculties at 
the University of British Columbia. 

29 U.B.C. grades obtained by V.C.C. transfer students in certain 
selected university courses. 



30 

31 



Probability of earning an J.b.C. Average of at Leasts 

A comparison of percentage grade distribution in certain selected 
courses obtained bj V.C.C. transfer students and regular 
students. 




66 

71 

73 



part a 



Background 

The first study'*' concerned itself with a total of 176 
students from V.C.C. who enrolled at U.Ii.C. in September 1966. 

General characteristics of these students as to s ex, age, faculty 
entered, grade point average, number of semesters ^.tended at V.C.C. 
and full-time or part-time status were explored, •■'ince the numbers 
of transfer students in many faculties were extremely smell, six 
faculties in which the numbers were large enough tc make se.ie 
worthwhile interpretations were selected for <1 concentrated review. 

These faculties were: 

, students. 

Arts, second year 

Education, second year (elementary) 35 students, 

Science, second year 25 students. 

Commerce, first year 18 students, 

Education, second year (secondary) 10 students, 

and Applied Science, first year 9 students. 

This total of 146 students represented approximate 1 , eighty-three percent 

of the total number of V.C.C. transfers to U.c.G. in September, 1966. 

Selected Conclusions Fro m The First Study 

In making any definitive conclusions as the result of the 
first study, it must be remembered that the subjects composed the first 
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group of V.C.C. transfer students to move on to the University of 
British Columbia since Vancouver City College was opened. Any 
conclusions, therefore, must be considered as tentative and would 
require future ratification with studies conducted upon subsequent 
transfer students. 

With this restriction in mind the following selected 
conclusions are presented: 

1. The largest proportion of transfer 
students W.4 percent) took a first 
year collere level program while at 
V.C.C. transferring into U.B.C. at the 
second year level. 

2. The Arts faculty and the Faculty of 
Education each received one third of the 
transfer students. 

3. Nearly 86 percent of transfer students 
were under twenty-five years of age. 

The remaining 14 percent would be in the 
category of "mature student". 

4* ^hree-quarters of the students attended 

V.C.C. for two semesters. The majority 

* 

(84 pe 'cent) of the remaining students 
who attended for a third semester did so 
to make up deficiencies caused by previous 
failures, withdrawals, or incompleted courses. 
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5* Slightly over three quarters of the transfer 
students were admitted to U.B.C. in September 
of 1966 with an overall grade point average 
of 2.0 (C) or over. 

6. Grade Point averages at V.C.C. were found to 
be somewhat indicative of future performance 
at U.B.C. Of the fifty students in the sample 
who successfully completed the year at U.B.C., 
eight had G.P.A. *s less than 2.0* 

7. More than one third of the V.C.C. transfers in 
the sample were able to fully satisfy the 
requirements for their first year at University. 

8. The mean S.C.A.T. scores, both Verbal and 
Numerical found in the sample were comparable with 
the scores made by regular U.B.C. students. This 
comparison indicates that, at least on this basis, 
the quality of transfer students is not greatly 
different from the regular student. 
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PART B 



Characteristics of Vancouver City College 
Transf erring to the Univers ity of 
British Columbia in September 1967 a 



In September 1967, a total of 37^ students from Vancouver 
City College enrolled at the University of British Columbia. 

The characteristics of these transfer students were 
classified according to personal , that is, s>°x, age, and faculty 
entered j and to e ducat .lonal , that is gra ie point average earned 
while in attendance at V.C.C., number of seresters attended, whether 
full-time or part-time student, achievement within certain selected 
subjects at V.C.G. and comparative over-all achievement between 
V.C.C. final grading and U.b.C. status. 

All information for the student while in attendance at v.C.C. 

was obtained from the students official record card at V.C.C. 
Information on the student while in attendance at U.B.C. was supplied 

from the university Registrar's Office. 

From the point of view of transfer students to U.B.C., 

V.C.C. is predominately a "humanities college" with nearly two-thirds 
(65.8 percent) of the students entering the faculties of Arts or 
Education. The largest single group of transfer students enrolled 
in the Faculty of Arts. One hundred thirty-six students (36.3 percent) 
of the transfer group entered this faculty. Nineteen students enrolled 
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in first year, 97 in second year and 20 in third year. 

The second largest group of students, 29.5 percent of the 
total, entered the Faculty of Education. Of this group of 111 students, 
forty 'eight (12. 8 percent) entered the transfer program in this faculty, 
thirty-two (8.5 percent) the Ilementary-Al program, twenty-seven (7.2 
percent) the Secondary program, with two students entering each the 
ELementary-A2 and Industrial program. The Faculty of Science received 
the third largest number of students, 55 (14.5 percent). Commerce 
received 9.3 percent, App 1! '^ Science 5.<> percent, and the remaining 
faculties of Agriculture, Home Economics, Physical Education, Music 

and Forestry 1.6 percent or less for each. 

A summary of these findings is presented i* Table 1 and 

Table 2. 

* 

Sex 

Ken out-numbered women in the transfer group nearly two to 
one. This ratio varied with the faculty entered from 31 women to 
each man in the Faculty of Education (Flementary-Al) to an exclusive 
male transfer group in Forestry and Education (Industrial). It should 
be noted that the previous all male transfer faculties of Applied 
Science and Commerce lost this distinction with the 1967 sample. 

As might be expected differences in sex ratio reflect differences 
in program. In the faculties where women are predominant, that 
is, transfer program and elementary programs in Education, the ratio 
of women to men was 4.1 to 1. Overall, 57.8 percent of the women 
students entered the Faculty of Education while 14.9 percent of the 
men entered this faculty. With the exception of the Faculty of Arts 

ERIC 
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TABLE 1 

Vancouver City College students entering the University of 
British Columbia, September 1967, by faculty and sex. 



Faculty 



Male 



(Elem - A2) 
(Transfer) 
(Elem - Al) 
(Industrial) 
(Secondary) 

Total 



Female 



Total 



No. 



5 


2.0 


1 


.8 


b 


- 


- 


2 


1.5 


2 


20 


8.0 


1 


.8 


21 


47 


19.0 


8 


6.3 


55 


4 


1.6 


- 


- 


4 


- 


- 


2 


1.5 


2 


13 


5.2 


1 35 


27.4 


to 

- 4 - 


1 


.4 


1 31 


24.2 


32 


1 2 


.8 


- 


- 


2 


21 


8.5 


6 


4.7 


27 


243 


100.0 


128 


1 100.0 


376 



100.0 
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TABLE 2 

Vancouver City College students entering the University of 
British Columbia, September 1967, by faculty and year. 
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where the highest percentage of male students was to be found ( 41.2 
percent), the men tended to choose faculties for majors in sciences 
and commerce. Nearly thirty percent of male students selected the 
Science, applied Science, Forestry and Agriculture Faculties. The 
ratio of men to women in these four faculties was 7.3 to 1. Thirty- 
one (12.5 percent) of the men students selected Commerce while only 

4 women (3*1 percent) entered this faculty. 

The largest single group of V.C.C. students (25*8 percent) 
transferred to second yeai . Forty-six (12.2 percent) men and women 
entered second year Science, 11.7 percent second year Education on the 
transfer program ann 8.7 percent first year Commerce. Second year 
programs in education attracted the largest group of women transfer 
students (45.3 percent), while the largest percentage of men students, 

29.5 percent, entered second year Arts. The next largest percentage 
of male students (16.0 percent) v/ere attracted to the second year of 

the Science Faculty. 

Two hundred forty-six students, that is 65*3 percent of 
the transfer group, entered U.B.C. at the second year level, slightly 
over one cuarter (26.9 percent) entered at the first year level, while 

7.5 percent entered U.^.C. at the third year level. The percentage 
of students, therefore, completing the first two years equivalent of 
university education at V.C.C. has increased from the first report 
of 1966 transfer students ( 2.8 percent). The proportion of women 
entering second year is somewi at higher than men, 72.6 percent to 
61.7 percent. The percentage of men entering first and third year 
is slightly higher than uat of women. 
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The year level of V.C.C. transfer students entering U.d.C. 
is sununarizeci'in Table 3» 

TABLE 3 

Vancouver City College students entering the University of British 
Columbia, September 1967, according to the university year entered. 




Age 

One hundred eighty (47.9 percent) of the transfer student 
group were in the twenty to twenty-four age group. -The eighteen 
and nineteen year age group accounted for the second largest section 
of transfer students, that is, 29.8 percent. Sixty-one students 
(16.2 percent) were twenty-five years or over, that is, the age range 

often considered as the "mature student". 

A greater percentage of women transfer students entered 
U.B.C. at a younger age than men, 44.5 percent of the women were under 
age twenty as compared with 23.0 percent of the men. The percentage 
of mature men and mature women, that is, age twenty-five and over, 

ERIC 



- 10 - 



was virt ually the same (men 16.1 percent and women 16*4 percent)* 

There were no V.C.C. students entering U.B.C. in September 1967* with 

a recorded age over forty— four years. 

The age groupings of V.C.C. students at the time of transfer 

to U.B.C. are indicated in Table 4* 

The age groupings of V.C.C. transfer students entering 
the various Faculties of iiducation are shown in Table 5« It is sometimes 
suggested that the Faculty of iiducation tends to attract an "older" or 
"mature" type of student. 71.2 percent of education students were 
twenty-four years or under upon enrollment at U.B.C., with 21.6 percent 
"mature students", that is, twenty-five years of age or over. This is 
somewhat higher than the 16.2 percent of "mature students" found in the 
over-all transfer sample. A larger percentage of male "mature students" 
(32.5 percent) entered the Faculties of iiducation than did women (16.2 

percent) • 

Educational 

In the analysis of the various educational aspects of the 
transfer students, eight faculties representing 306 of the 376 transfer 
students were selected. These eight faculties were selected since 
it was felt that the numbers in each were large enough to make some 
meaningful interpretations. These faculties, representing 81.4 percent of 
the transfer students were: second year Arts (97 students), third 

year Arts (20 students), first year Commerce (33 students), first year 
Applied Science (21 students), second year Science (46 students), second 
year Education-transfer program (44 students), second year Education- 




TABLE 4 



Vancouver City College students entering the University of 
British Columbia, September 1967, by age group. 



Age group in Years 


Male 


Female 


Total 




No. 


% 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


17 


- 


- 


2 


1.5 


2 


.5 


18 - 19 


57 


23.0 


55 


43.0 


112 


29.8 


20 - 24 


137 


55.3 


43 


33.6 


180 


47.9 


25 - 34 


36 


14.5 


18 


14.1 


54 


14.3 


35-44 


4 


1.6 


3 


2.3 


7 


1.9 


over 44 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


not given 1 


14 


5.6 


7 


5.5 


21 


5.6 


Total I 


248 


100.0 


128 


100.0 


376 


100.0 



TABLE 5 

Vancouver City College students entering the Faculty of Education 
at the University of British Columbia, September 1967, by age group. 



Age group in Years 


Male 


Female 


Total 


No. 


* 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


17 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


18 - 19 


7 


18.9 


25 


33.8 


32 


28.8 


20 - 24 


16 


43.2 


31 


41.9 


47 


42.4 


25 - 34 


11 


29.8 


11 


14.8 


22 


19.8 


35-44 


1 


2.7 


1 


1.4 


2 


1.8 


over 44 


- 


- 


- 


- 






not given 




2 


5.4 


6 


8.1 


8 


7.2 


Total 


37 

l-—— 


100.0 


74 


, 100.0 | 


| 111 


100.0 
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elementary (Al) program (20 students'! and second year education-secondary 
program ^25 students). Of tro 306 students, only seven (2.3 percent) took 

just wir tsocr o!, fd.-v t. err:' in<, a. <.P.C. One hundred 

fifty-eight students or slightly over one half of those enrolling in 
the above eight faculties ec rned their credits at V.C.C. by attending 
two semesters. Of the remaining students, forty-seven (15.4 percent) 
attended V.C.C. for three semesters, sixty-five (21.2 percent) for 
four semesters, twenty -one (o,9 percent) for five semesters and eight 
(2.6 percent) for six semester'-.. 

The number of semesters attended while at VcC.C. is summarized 

on a faculty basis in fable 6. 



Full-time and Para -t Lie Category 

The majority of students entering the eight identified 
faculties studied at V.C.C. as full-time students. A "full-time" 
student is one who has enrolled in a minimum of ten college courses 
during a three semester period. For example, a student who has taken 
three courses in each of two semesters and four courses in the third 
semester, for a total of ten courses , is classed as a full-time student. 

On the ether hand, a student who has taken three courses in each of three 
semesters, for a total of nine courses, would be listed as a part-time 
student. A student who took two courses in each of two semesters and five 
courses in each of two more semesters wouxd be classed as a full-time 
student on the basis of the two, five course semesters (total of ten courses), 
and not on the basis of the two semesters of two courses and one semester 
of five courses (total of nine courses). 
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The part-time students were outnumbered 6.65 to one. Transfer 
students classified as part-time entered all eight of the faculties undei 
study. The largest percentage (20.0 percent) of V.C.C. part-time transfer 
students enrolled in second year Arts. Seventeen and one half percent cl 
the part-time transfer students entered second year Science and a similai 
percentage enrolled in second year Sducation (transfer program) . The 
smallest percentage of part-time students (5 percent) enrolled in the 
third year of the Faculty of arts. 

In all faculties studied there was a higher incidence of trani fer 
students who studied as fn'JL-time students at V.C.C. than as part-time. 

The percentage of full-time V.C.C. transfer students per faculty entered 
ranged from a low of 76.2 percent for second year Applied Science to a h: gh 
of 91.8 percent in second year Faculty of Arts. Eighteen students (90.0 
percent) who entered third year arts studied at V.C.C. on a full-time prt - 
gram, while the remaining five faculties had full-time students accountii * for: 
87.9 percent, Faculty of Commerce; 85 »0 percent, riducation-elementary A2 
84.0 percent, Science; 84.1 nercent. Education-transfer; 84. 0 Education- 
secondary. 

The largest percentage of part-time students from V.C.C. were 
found entering first year Applied Science, Five of the twBnty-one 
students 01 23.8 percent entered this faculty after studying at V.C.C.. 
as part-time students. 

The full-time and part-time status of V.C.C. transfer student; 
is summarized in Table 7# 




Vancouver City College students entering the University of British Columbia, September 1967 
in eight selected faculties, by full or part-time classification and mean over-all grade point 
average while in attendance at Vancouver City College. 
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Grade Point Average 

The grade point average has been in the past the single most 
important standard in adruLting Junior college transfer students to some 
public universities. A philosophy has prevailed in these public universities 
that students who earned Junior college grade point averages of 2.0 and 
above should be allowed to transfer. Aith the growing enrollment pressures 
on universities, some h^ve raised the required grade point average to 2.5, 
and in some cases even higher. The grade point average for V.C.J. students 
was calculated for each senester that the student was in attendance. The 
semester G.P.A. was then averaged to give one figure for the entire period 
of the student's enrollment at V.G.C. The mean of these grade point 
averages was then calculated for each of the eight faculties. The mean 
over-all grade point average in all cases was above the 2.0 level. 

A summary of the mean over-all grade point averages is given 

in Table 7. 

The highest mean over-all G.P.A. was obtained by the twenty 
students who entered third year Arts. This mean G.P.A. was 2.78. Phe 
second highest mean G.P.A., 2.62 was obtained by the twenty-one students 
entering first year Applied Science. The faculties of Education (second 
year-transfer), Science (second year) and Arts (second year) had a mean 
G.P.A. of 2.5V, 2.53 and 2.51 respectively. Consider*- oly below this were 
the remaining two Education faculties, the secondary program and elementary 
a 2 program with 2.40 and 2.18. 

Comparisons of mean G.I .A. obtained by full-time students with 
part-time students chows a significant difference. In five faculties the 
mean G.P.A. was higher for part-time students than full-time. This was 
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most apparent in the second year Arcs Faculty where the eight part-time 
students ootained a mean G.P.a. of 3.07 as compared to the 2.2*6 obtained 
by the 89 full-time students, i’ne seven part-time students in science 
earned a mean G.I .a. of 2.85 as contrasted to the 39 full-time student 
mean G.P.a. of 2.2*8; while ,he part-time students in the two Education 



Faculties on the transfer and seconoary program obtained mean G.F.A.'s^ 
of 2.89 and 2.69 as compared to the full-time student with 2.53 and 2.34 
Higher mean G.P.A. 1 s were obtained by lull-time students over part-time 
students in three faculties. The 29 full-time students entering first 
year Commerce had an average G.P.A. of 2.30 as compared to 1.93 for the 
four part-time students. Kean G.P.A. 's for full-time students in the 
faculties of Education (elementary) A2 program and Applied Science were 
2.21 and 2.66 as compared to 1.97 and 2.46 for part-time students. 

V.C.O. letter grades were converted to a common four-point 



scale where C — 2. 

In the eight faculties studied, 53 students entered U.B.C. 
from V.C.C. with an over-all G.P.A. less than -2.00. In other words 
17.3 per cent of the students had less than a C over-all average. 

The largest single group of students, 61.1 percent of the 
total obtained an over-all G.P.a. of between 2 and 2.9. This also 
applied to the individual faculties where the p rcentage of students 
obtaining an over-all «.P.A. of 2 to 2.9 ranged from a high of 72.0 percent 
for those entering second year Education, secondary program to a low 
51.6 percent for those entering first year Commerce. Sixty-four (20.9 
percent) of the 30o students h«.d an over-all G.P.A. of 3 to 3.9. 
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All entrants to first year Applied Science had over-all 
G.P.A’s of 2 or over. This was not the case in the remaining seven 
faculties. The greatest percen + age of transfer students with a V.O.C. 
over-all grade point average under 2.0, that is, less than a G standing, 
were to oe found entering filrst year Commerce, une third of the 33 students 
entering this faculty did so with an under 2.0 O.P.A. £>ix students (30*0 
per cent) of the twenty who entered second year Education-elementary 
program, had below a 2.0 over-all average. The percentages of below 
2.0 over— all average students in the three Faculties of Education range 
from 9.1 percent to 3C.0 i.srcent. Consiuoi'i g the Faculties of Education 
as a unit, fourteen students (13.7 percent) out of the 89 were belov; the 
2.0 level. 

Table 8 indicates the over-all grade point averages for the 
eight faculties under consideration. 

The number of F (fail), I (incomplete) and P (pass) grades 
received by V.C.C. transfer students while in attendance at the college 
are listed in Table 9 according to the U.a.C. faculty entered. The 
thirty-three first year Commerce students had an aggregate total of 
sixteen failing grades while in attendance at V,C,C. students entering 
this faculty had the highest ratio of "fail” grades before actual transfer 
to U.B.C.J ten of the '•fail 1 * grades where upgraded to at least a "pass" 
grade. The next highest ratio of "fail" grades were found in the students 
entering third year Arts and second year Arts. The aggregate total of 
failures while at V.C.C. were U and 19 respectively; two of the failures 
for the third year Arts students and 9 of the failures for the second year 
Arts students were upgraded to at least a "pass" before transfer to U.B.C. 
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The lowest aggregate total of fail grades before transfer to U.B.C. 
were obtained by the 89 students entering the three Faculties of 
Education. 

The highest aggregate ratio of "pass" obtained at V.C.C. 
were found in students t ran r . erring to the Faculty of Education, second 
year, elementary program, hone of these grades were upgraded to the C 
or , setter level. Jtudents transferring to the Faculty of Commerce, first 
year, haa the second highest proportion of pass grades while at V.C.C. 

i * 

' I 

bix of these pass grades were upgraded to at least the C level. The 
lowest ratio of pass graow *ore ootained by students entering iirst 

year applied bcience. 

Selected V.C.C. oubjects 

. oixven v.C.C. subjects carrying direct transfer credit to 
U.B.C. , within the eight faculties previously listed for detailed study 
are outlined in Table 10. In each of the subject categories, two 
semesters at V.C.C. are required for transfer of credit for the appro- 
priate U. D .C. course. The courses may be listed as A and 3 as in the 
case of English 17 a and Lnglish 17B or as two separately numbered courses 
as for example English 23 and English 24. The letter grade for each of 
the two courses was averaged after assigning th«. appropriate grade-point 
numeral. The number of students receiving the final grade for the 
two courses was then taoulated in Table 10. Each course sequence was 
considered as one course. In other words a student taking English 17 A 
and English 17B, considered at V.C.C. to be two separate courses, would 
be listed just once in the column under English 17A and English 17B. 



TABLE 10 



Vancouver City College grades obtained prior to transfer, by transfer students 
in sixteen selected college courses. 
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From this it will be observed that 10 students of English 17A and English 
17B earned a 4.0 average, that is, an A grade. Seventy-three (28.9 percent) 
of those students taking the English 17A/B sequence earned final grades 

of B. 

The percentages of students receiving A grades in the sixteen 
listed subjects ranged from a low of 1.5 percent (History 24/25 - 
Canadian History) to a high of 13.8 percent (Sociology 20/21 - Introduction 
to Sociology). The lowest proportion of B grades within a subject 
sequence were issued to students of English 23/24* They received 16.8 
percent B grades while students of Sociology 20/21 obtained 51* / percent 
to give the largest percentage of b grades for any one subject sequence. 

The twenty-nine Sociology 20/21 students transferring to one of the eight 
faculties at U.B.C. obtained, while at V.C.C. grades of C or better. 

This was the only subject sequence where there were no P (pass), I (in- 
complete) or F (fail) grades given. As one might well expect, there was 
a wide variation between percentages of students receiving certain grades, 
according to subject and numbers of persons uaking the particular subject. 

Achievement 

Achievement of U.B.O, students is recorded using two criteria. 
The first is the average percent obtained. This figure is based on 
subjects actually completed. In other words, courses in which a 
student did not write a final examination, are not used to calculate 
the average. The second criteria used to indicate achievement is the term 
end "status” of the student, that is, first class, partial pass, supple- 
mental granted, failed year and so on. In certain limited cases it would 
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be possible for a student to earn for example a percent average of 
55. A 55 percent average would normally receive a "pass 1 ' grade, 
however, for certain reasons that need not be elaborated here, the 
student concerned could possibly be granted a "fail" status for the 
term. Similarly a student with very high achievement in four of 



five subjects could receive, as an example, an 85 percent average 
although he actually failed in the fifth subject. His record would 
then indicate the 85 per cent average as well as a "failed one subject" 
or "supplemental granted"* 

In mest cases we are concerned with the final status of 
the student. However, in order to give as clear a picture as possible, 
in certain cases the percent obtained is also used to evaluate student 
achievement. The year-end status of V.C.C. transfer students after their 
first year in attendance at U 8.0. is indicated in Table 11 for the eight 
selected faculties representing 81.4 percent of the transfer students. 
Also included in this Table is the year end status of the "regular 
student in the particular faculty. A "regular" student is defined as 
all students other than the V.C.C. transfer group. 

Of the total of 306 transfer students under study, 11 (3«& 
percent) earned a "first class" status. This may be compared to the 
252 (5.8 percent) of 4342 regular U.B.C. students in the eight faculties 
who received a "first class" standing. Seventy-five (24*5 percent^ of 
V.C.C. transferees as compared with 1505 (34*7 percent) 0? the regular 
enrollment obtained a "second class" mark, while 51 (16.7 percent) of 
V.C.C. students and 648 (14*8 percent) of the regular sample received 
a "pass" grade. These three grades represent the clear passing glades 



TABLE 11 



Comparison of year end status of Vancouver City College transfer 
University of British Columbia with the regular U.B.C. populace 





c. O 



students at the end of their first year in attendance at the 
for eight selected faculties, April 1968. 
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of students on a full program, therefore, 137 (44.8 percent) V.C.C. 
transfer students compared with 2405 (55*3 percent) of the total 
regular students received clear passing grades. On the other hand 
38 (12.4 percent) V.C.C. students completely failed the year, while 
381 (8.9 percent) of the regular students in attendance for these 

faculties received a complete failure. 

A higher percentage of the V.C.C. transfer group who entered 
the eight faculties received a pass standing, supplementals granted, or 
complete failure, than was found for the regular students enrolled in 
these faculties. 

When the individual faculties are considered V.C.C. students 
received a highe: proportion of first class standing then did the regular 
student body in first year Commerce (V.C.C., 4.7 percent; regular students, 
2.4 percent), first year Applied Science (V.C.C., 4.7 percent; regular, 

2.3 percent), and second year Education, secondary program (V.C.C., 4.0 
percent, ’egular, 1.9 percent), k lower percentage of first class 
standing grsdes by V.C.C. students was experienced in the second and 
third year faculties of Arts, second year Science and second year 
Education-elementary program. 

A proporta onatelv fewer nurnoer of V.t.t. students received 
second class standing than did the regular students in allL faculties 



with the exception 
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V.C.C. transfer students had a higher percentage of pass 
grades than the regular students in second year Arts, Applied Science 
and second year Education-transfer, but in the remaining five faculties 
the percentages of V.C.C. students obtaining "pass” grades were lower 
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than or equal to the regular student# 

The ratio of failure grades of V.C.C. students was greater 
than for the regular students in six of the eight faculties. The most 
noteworthy faculties were Commerce where the failure rate was 24*2 percent 
for V.C.C. students and 6.7 percent for the regular students: Applied Science, 

23,8 percent for V.C.C.; 10.9 percent for the regular students and Education 

secondary program 20.0 percent for V.C.C. and 7.6 percent for the regular 
students. The figures given in Table II include all the transfer students 
entering the eight faculties under study. If, however, the fifty-three 
transfer students who completed their studies at V.C.C. with a G.P.A. of under 
2.00, that is, with a below "C" standing, were not included in the 
calculation of final standings, then the achievement of the transfer 
students would be at least equivalent to the U.B.C. regular student 
group. Since the under 2.00 G.P.A. students are marginal students 
and by the very fact of their low achievement considered by college 
authorities to be doubtful candidates for university, the removal of 
these students from the calculations may well give a more valid 
picture when making a comparison with the regular student. In con- 
sidering students with an over-all G.P.A. of 2.0 or better at time of 
transfer, 127 students (50.2 percent) had .1 pass status or better on 
a full program of 5 courses at the end of one year at U.B.C. , as 
compared with 55.3 percent of the regular university group. If students 
with a "partial pass" standing are included (a "partial pass" is 
given at U.B.C. when a student passes all courses taken when the total 
number of courses taken is four or less, or if the number of credits 




less than fifteen) then 149 V.C.C. students 



taken in the one year is 
(58.9 percent) on a full and partial program passed" as compared with 

$6.6 percent of the regular students. 

In other words the pass rate in this case of V.C.C, students 

is similar to the regular university sample. This similarity should also 
be observed in the "failed year" category where 7.9 percent of V.C.C. 
students and 3.9 percent of the regular U.B.C. group achieved this 
grade. A summary of these findings is incited in Table 12. 

A further analy -c of the transfer .student was conducted U 
determine his relative achi^ment at the rnd >f the first year in 
attendance at U.B.C. in rein i i.aiship to his over-all grade point average 

while at V.C.C. 

The term-end status of students who obtained an over-all G.P.A. 
at V.C.C. of 1.99 or less was determined. None of these students received 
a first class standing. Four (7.6 percent) earned a second class standing 
six (11.3 percent) a pass standing and eighteen (34.0 percent) completely 
failed the year. The performance of these students is summarized by 

faculty in Table 13. 

For students who obtained an over-all G.P.A. of 2.00 to 2.49 
while at V.C.C., 20 (17.4 percent) received a second class standing, 

20 (17.4 percent) received a pass grade and 13 (H*2 percent) failed. 

The data has been summrrized by faculty in Table 14* 

Of the 75 students who achieved, while at V.C.C., an over-all 
G.P.A. of 2.50 to 2.99, one (1.4 percent) earned a first class standing 
at U.B.C., 19 (25.6 percent) a second class standing, 21 (28.4 percent) 
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TABUS 12 



Status of Vancouver City College transfer students after completion 
of one year at the University of British Columbia according to G.P.A. while 
at V.C.C. and compared with the status of regular UBC students. 
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Status of Vancouver City College students with a G.P.A. of 2.00 to 2.49 who entered the University of 
British Columbia, September 1967, in eight selected faculties, at the end of the first year in attendance 
at the University of British Columbia. 




a pass grade and 5 (6.7 percent) failed. This infomation by faculty 
is summarized in Table 15* 

The highest percentage of first class grades were obtained 
by students who earned an over-all «.P.A. of 3.00 to 4.00 while at V.C.C. 
Ten students (15.6 percent) gained a first class grade at U.B.C. while 
32 (50.0 percent) received a second class and 4 (6.3 percent) a pass 
grade. Two students (3.1 percent) failed the year. The tenn-end status 

of these students is indicated in Taible 1 A - 

It has been previously mentioned that two methods may be used 

to indicate achievement. Actual percentages achieved in the various 
subjects may be averaged for an over-all percentage. U.B.C. records 
indicate this average percentage as well as the tem-end status of 
the student, by using this average percentage and by assuming that an 
"A" grade at V.C.C. is equivalent to 80 per cent or higher (a first class 
standing at U.B.C.), a «B» grade, 65 to 79 per cent (a second class at 
U.B.C.), a "C" grade, 50 to 64 percent (a pass grade at U.B.C.) and a 
P or F grade at V.C.C. under 50 percent (a failing grade at U.B.C.), 
a comparison of the final over-all grade achieved at V.C.C. was made 
with the term- and status at U.B.C. achieved by this same group of V.C.C. 
transfer students. The results are recorded in Table 17. Of the 306 
students enrolling in the eight selected faculties 3 (.9 percent) while 
in attendance at V.C.C. acquired an over-all "A" grade, while 12 (3.9 
percent) of the same group obtained a first class standing at the end of 
their first year at U.B.C. Fifty eight students (18.9 percent) obtained 
»B» erade at V.C.C., 187 (61.5 percent) a "C" grade and 
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* Totals are based on numbers of students enrolling in the faculty, rather than the 
numbers receiving the indicated standing. 
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46 (15.0 percent) a "pass" 1 or "fail" grade; while at the end of the 
first year in attendance at university, 85 (27.8 percent) received a 
"second class" standing, 157 (51.7 percent) a "pass" standing and 
40 (13.1 percent) a failing grade. These figures would indicate that 
a larger proportion of the V.C.C. students in these faculties are 
achieving first and second class standing at U.B.C. than did receive 



"4" and "B" standing while at V.C.C. Students who received "deferred" 
grades, withdrew from the university, or who did not write required 



examinations were not inc- 



.uded in this tr™ + . - 



Hence the totals do not 



add up to the 306 students registered in these eight faculties. 

AS one might expect, students who received either a "pass", 
"fail" or "incomplete" grade for at least one course while attending 
V.C.C. tended to achieve at somewhat a lower level at U.B.C. when com- 
pared with students entering U.B.C. without a h, F or I grade from V.C 
Of the 306 students )n the eight selected faculties, 294 were studied 
from the point of view of achievement in relationship to F, F or I 
grades. 152 students had a V.C.C. record clear of any of these three 
grades, while 142 had at least one P, F or I grade listed on their 
official V.C.C. record. The performances of these students are 
summarized on a faculty basis in Table 18 and Table 19. In each case 
a greater percentage of students obtained first and second class 



c. 






p* 




TABLE 18 

Vancouver City College students entering the University of British Columbia, September 1967, in 
eight selected faculties, by final standing (using percentage averages) at Vancouver City College and 
at the University of British Columbia for students who did not earn a P, F or I grade for any subject 

while at V.C.C* 






Totals are based on numbers of students enrolling in the faculty, rather than the 
numbers receiving the indicated standing. 
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Totals are based on numbers of students enrolling in the faculty, rather than 
the numbers receiving the indicated standing* 



standing while at U.D.C. than obtained the comparable grade of A or B 
while at V. C.C. For example, of the group without F, F or I grades, 

12 (7.9 percent) and 60 (39.5 percent) students received a first class 
and second class standing respectively at U.B.C. while only 3 (2.0 percent) 
and 51 (33*6 percent) of the same group of students had obtained the 
equivalent A and 3 grades at V. C.C. No student with a P, F or I grade 
while at V.C C. or U.B.C. obtained either the A grade or first class 
standing. However, 25 students (17.6 percent) received a second class 
standing at U.B.C. as contrasted with only 7 students (4«9 percent) 
of the same group who obtained a "B" standing while at the college. 

The highest proportion of failing averages were found in 
the transfer group whose records while at V.C.C. indicated either 
P, F or I grades. Twenty-nine of 142 students (20.4 percent) in this 
category achieved failing averages as compared with 12 of 152 students 
(7.9 percent) who had C or better grades while at the college. 

Mature and College Age Students 

An analysis of achievement of mature and college age transfer 

students was carried out on 207 students from the following four faculties: 
second and third year Arts, second year Science and second year Education- 
transfer program. There were found in these four faculties a significant 

number of “mature students" • 

In these four faculties, 45 students where listed as "mature 
students", with the remaining 162 students under 25 years of age, (to 




be known as "college-age" students). The mature students had a higher 
ratio of first and second class averages; while at U.B.C. as well as 
V.C.C. while at V.C.C., the mature students with grade point averages 
in the "A" and "B" category amounted to 4-3 percent and 42.2 percent 
as compared with the college age group of .6 percent and 16.1 percent. 

At the end of their first term at U.B.C. 6.8 percent and 46.7 percent 
of the mature students received first class standing and second class 
standing respectively as compared with 3.1 nercent and 26.8 percent 
of the college age grouping, -t should also be noted that a greater 
percentage of mature students received first and second class averages 
at U.B.C. than did receive A and B averages at V.C.C. First class 
averages at U.B.C. were obtained by 6.8 percent as compared to 4.3 
percent while at V.C.C. and 46.7 percent received second class averages 
at U.B.C. as compared to 42.2 percent while in attendance at V.C.C. 

Mature students likewise received less C and P/F grades 
from V.C.C. and less P and F grades from U.B.C. ttan did the college- 
age group. The results of mature students and college-age students 
are summarised by faculty in Table 20* 

Part-time Students 

A comparison of the avera^ . ercentage achievement of V.C.C. 
transfer students according to full-time and part-time classification when 
in attendance at V.C.C. was conducted using four faculties: second year 
Arts, second year Science, second year Bducation-transfer program and firs 
year Applied Science. These four faculties, as indicated in Table 7, had 
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Total I 84 13 I 15 5 I 37 9 I 26 18 | 162 



the greatest percentage of stuaents classified as "part-time 11 while in 
attendance at V.C.C. Of the forty students considered as part-time, 
twenty-seven (67.5 percent) were in these four faculties. The numbers 
of part-time students in the other faculties were considered too small 
for any significant analysis. On considering the average percentage 
achievement at the end of one year at U.B.G., with the exception of 
first class or "A” students, the ratio of part-time V.C.C. transfer 
students achieving the "second class" and "pass" status was lower 
than for the same group while in attendant t V.C.C. eleven part-time 
students (40.7 percent) while as V.C.C. earned an over-all G.P.A. 
equivalent to a B standing, while at U.b.C. elgh$ students (29.6 
percent) achieved at the second class level. A slight drop in the 
numbers was observed for the "C" or "pass" status, with 11 part-time 
students (40.7 percent) obtaining a C average at the college and 10 
students (37.0 percent) a "pass" average at university. In the case 
of "pass" and "fail" standing at V.C.C., one part-time student (3.7 
percent) was irythis category, but a higher number, four students 

(14.8 percent) received a fail status at U.B.C. 

In comparing the achievement at U.B.C. of the transfer student 

who attended V.C.C. on a part-time or full-time basis, a slightly higher 
percentage of part-time students received first and second class 
averages; 7.4 percent received a first class average and 29.6 percent 
a second class as compared w.th full-time city college students, of whom 
2.2 percent received first class and 27.6 percent received second class. 

The percentage of part-time classified students from V.C.C. 
who received a "fail" average was 14.2 as compared with 10.0 percent 
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for the full-time student from the college, 
and 'heir average achievement while at V.C.C. 



A summary of these students 
and U.B.O. is listed in 



Table 21. 

A more detailed analysis of these same part-time students using 
their year end status is outlined in Table 22. A larger percentage of 
part-time students over the full-time student received first class 
standing (7.4 percent to 3.3 percent), 14. 3 percent of part-time students 
as compared with 8.8 percent full time received the partial pass status, 
18.6 percent of part-time ’dents earnei th» right to sit for supplemental 
examinations, while 12.7 percent of full-time students earned this 
privilege. The ratio of failures among the part-time student was somewhat 
higher than for the full-time student (11. 1 percent for the part-time 
student and 10.5 percent for the full-time student). 




TABLE 21 

Vancouver City College students entering the U' iversity of British Columbia, September 
1967, in four selected faculties, by full or part-time classification, and final standing 
(according to percentage average) at Vancouver oity College and at the University of B*C« 
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Totals are based on numbers of students enrolling in the faculty, rather 
than the numbers receiving the indicated standing# 
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PART C 



Subsequent Performance of Vancouver 
City College Students who Transferred 
to the University of British Columbia 
in September, 1966 0 

A follow up study of the 144 students who transferred 
to six selected faculties at U.B.C. in 1966 was also conducted. 

Of the original 144 transfers in 1966 into the faculties 
of second year Arts, first year Commerce, second year Applied 
Science, second year Science, second year Education - transfer 
program, second year Education - secondary program, forty-six 
(32 per cent) did not reenroll at C.B.C. for a second year. 

Eight (5.6 per cent) of the original 144 withdrew during their 
second year in attendance at the university. The two Education 
faculties experienced the largest percentage of students not 
returning to U.B.C. for a second year. Nineteen of 36 students 
(52.8 per cent) in the transfer program did not return while four 
of ten students (40. 0 per cent) on the secondary program did not 
return. The faculty with the lowest number of students not 
returning was Applied Science where one studenu ^14»3 per cent; 
of the original seven failed to come back for a second year • 

Three of nineteen students (15 .8 per cent) in the Faculty of 
Commerce, twelve (25*6 per cent) of 47 in the Faculty of Arts 
and seven (28.0 per cent) of 25 students in the Faculty of 
Science did not reenroll. 
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Of those students returning for a second year, one 
withdrew before the end of the term from the Arts -Faculty and 
Education Acuity - secondary program and two from each of Commerce 

Science and Education - transfer program. 

£ighty-one of the original 1 bh students (56.2 per cent) 
remained in the same faculty. Of these students, two first year 
Applied Science students remained in first year with the remaining 
four advancing to second year • All fourteen of the original 19 
first year Commerce students remained within the faculty at a 
second year level. Two second year Education — secondary program 
students remained in second year of that faculty, with the three 
others progressing to the third year. The two Faculties of Arts 
and Education - transfer program experienced a loss of students 
to a different faculty. In the case of the Arts Faculty all 
26 students remaining in that faculty advanced to the third 
year level. Eight students left the Arts Faculty for different 
faculties entering at the first, second and third year level. 

One student from second year Education transferred to the first 
year in another area. A total of 9 students then transferred 
faculties at the end of the first year at U.B„C. This information 



is summarized in Table 23* 
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Ninety students (62 • 5 por cent) of the 144 in t»he six 
selected faculties then completed their second year in attendance 



at.U.B.C. This then meant a loss of 54 students for an attrition 
rate of 37.5 per cent between the first and second year in 
/attendance at U.B.C. 

Of the ninety-eight students commencing their second 
year in attendance at U.3.C., eight (8.2 per cent) withdrew, 

52 (53.2 per cent) improved their average percentage achievement, 
13 (13*3 per cent) remained the same or within one percentage 
point either way and 25 (25.5 per cent) dropped in their average 
percentage achievement. The faculty experiencing the largest 
percentage drop in achievement was Commerce, where 9 of the 16 
students (56.2 per cent) achieved a lower percentage average at 
the end of their second year. Three Applied Science students 



(50.0 per cent) had a drop in percentage achievement at the end of 
their second year, while 4 students (22.2 per cent) in Science, 
and 6 students (17.2 per cent) in Arts and 3 of seventeen students 
(17.7 per cent) dropped in achievement in Education - transfer 
program. Education — secondary program, students experienced 
no drop in achievement, in fact all five students comp^-eting the 
third year of this faculty improved their average percentage 
achievement,. This information is summarized in Table 24* 
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In order to give a more reliable picture of achievement 
of these students during their second year in attendance at 
university the year end status that is first class standing, pass, 

fail, etc., is summarized in Table 25 • 

Four of 98 students (4»1 Per cent) obtained a first class 

standing, while 23 (23-5 per cent) and 21 (21.4 per cent) received 
a second' class and pass standing respectively. In other words 48 
students (49 per cent) had a successful completion of their full 
second year in attendance at li.B.C. fwanty-chree students (23 k 
per cent) earned a pais on a partial program; 9 were eligible 
to write supplemental examinations. Nine stuients (9.2 per cent) 
completely failed their second year in attendance at the university. 

The status at the end of the first year at U.B.G. of those 
students not enrolling for a second year at bhe university is 
indicated in Table 26. Thirteen (28.3 per cent) of those not 
reenrolling had earned a second class standing. The major portion 
of those students, eleven, were from the Education faculty. It is 
assumed that most of these students took a teaching position in the 
public school system. Eleven students (23-9 per cent) received a 
"partial pass" and the same number a "fail" standing. at the end of 
their first year. Six (13.0 per cent) of those not returning earned 

a "pass grade". 

The over-all G.P.a. earned while at V.C.C. would not seem 
to be a determining factor in the attrition rate at the end of the 
first year. Of the number not returning, the largest percentage, 
41.3 per cent, had a G.P.a. from V.C.C. of 2.00 to 2.49. 
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Ten students (21.7 per cent) were listed with a G.P.a. of 2.50 to 
99> nine (19.6 per cent) with a u.P.a. of* 3®00 to 4..00 and the 

smallest, number, eight students (17»4- per cent) with an under 2.00 

G.P.a. A summary by faculty of* the attrition rate is included in 

Table 27. 

Decree Granted 

Three V.C.C. transfer students graduated f*rom u • B . G . in th« 
spring of 1968 with their baccalaureate degree. Two students 
completed their fourth years in the Art "-”ilty, one with a status 
of "pass" and a total average percentage according to U.d.C. records 
of 61.33 (majors in Economics and History, while the other Arts 
student obtained a second class standing (69.86 rer cent total 
average) with a major in Economics. The third student graduated 
from fifth year with a Bachelor of* Education (secondary) degree, 
(major in Art) and a second class standing* 

All three students entered V.C.C. in September 1965. The 
two Arts students entered directly from the university program at a 
high school. The Education student graduated on the university 
program in I960. All three completed their degree program on 
time, that is within two years of leaving V.C.v. 
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PART D 



Summary of Vancouver Cit y College 
students Transferring to the 
iinjj^rsi_t Y__o^British Columbia^. 

Transfer Student Characteristics 

The transfer students were predominately interested in 
the college as a preliminary step to enter one of the "humanities 
faculties" at university. Pearly two-thirda of the V.C.C. students 
entering U.3.C. in Septemoer 1967, entered either of the Faculties 
of Arts or Education. In the fourteen faculties entered, two-thirds 
of the students enrolled in the second year • Slightly over one 
quarter of the transfer students entered at a first year level. 

Less than ten per cent of the students transferred to a third or 
fourth year. It, therefore, appears that the majority of V.C.C. 
transfer students move on to the four year institution after 
completing one year or the equivalent of first year university at 
the community college. The "typical" transfer student was male, 

20 to 24 years old when he transferred, and entered the Faculty of 
Arts at the second year level after earning an over-all G.P.a. at 
V.C.C. of between 2 and 2.9. The so-called typical transfer student 
studied as a full-time student for a minimum of two semesters and 
completed during that time ten college level courses. 
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Grade-Point Differentials 



The V.C.C. students who transferred to the eight faculties 
under consideration did not Generally experience a drop in their 
average obtained after one year at university when compared with 
their over-all community college average. In fact at the A and B 
grade level a greater proportion of the college transfer students 
obtained these averages at university than did while at the college. 
Similarly these students experienced a slightly lower rate of 
failure averages at university than at the college. 

Comparisons with Regular Students 

The college students entering university did not earn 
as high a ratio of upper class grades, that is first and second 
class standing (65 per cent average or better) as did the regular 
student. However, a larger proportion of college transfer students 
earned a pass standing (50 to 6k per cent average) and partial 
pass standing (passed all subjects taken, but course load less than 
15 units) than was experienced with the regular student. The 
failure rate for the regular university student was three quarters 
of that given to the college transfer student. By far the largest 
number of complete failures among the transfer students were found 
in the group who had achieved while at college a G.P.A. of less 
than 2.0. If these marginal students had been denied admission to 
the university, the ^ailure rate of college transfers would have 
been slightly under that of the regular student. It must, however, 
be noted that within this group of 53 marginal students there were 
a number, 15 to be exact, that did complete their course content 
at university with a '•pass' 1 or higher standing. 
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The grades o r the transfer students, as meisured by 
percentage avf?rige showed improvement during the second year of 
attendance at university. Over twice as many students improved 
their grades as dropped in their average. 

College transfer students from the Faculty of Commerce 
reversed the upward trend observed for other ^acuities under 
study and had the greatest proportion of students dropping in 
average f sanding. 

Attrition a** ter Trans fe: 

Of the college transfer students completing their 
first year at university, approximately one third did not 
reenroll at the end of the first year. Of the dropouts, just 
less than 25 percent had failed completely their year at university. 
Twenty-eight per cent of the dropouts had achieved second class 
standing. By far the largest portion of this group were from the 
Education Faculty and it may be assumed that they took a teaching 
position after the completion of the second year program. Nearly 
one quarter of the dropout group had received pass grades, but 
only on a partial program. 

It is too early yet to know whether any of these students 

will eventually return to a university. 

Grade point average did not appear to have a significant 
effect on the dropout. The highest dropout rate, however, was 
experienced by those students who had achieved a G.P.a. between 
2*00 and 2.49. Forty per cent of the dropouts were in this G.P.A. 
range. Approximately twenty per cent of the dropouts had G.P.A. 's 
of between 3*00 and 4.00 and slightly over one fifth of the group 
had a G.P.A. between 2.50 and 2.99. 
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Ach ievement of Degree loal 

Only three college transfer students have 30 far graduated 
from university with the baccalaureate degree* Two of the students 
graduated with second class standing while the other student 

graduated with a pass standing* 

All three completed their degree program on time, that 

is within two years of leaving the community college. 



PART £ 



Perform ance of Transfer Students from 
Vancouver City College to the University of British Columbia 

in the academic Year 

A3 previously indicated, numbers of transfer students in many 
faculties were quite small. However, because of the large increase 
over the 1953-1937 figures and with the intention of obtaining as 
valid picture of their performances ar -“~sible, virtually all 
faculties were included in the analysis. For a variety of reasons 
some students were excluded in the numbers indicated below. A few 
students withdrew before Christmas, a small number were omitted 
because their V.C.C. records was not available and three or four 
faculties had only one student registered. 

V/ith the exceptions noted above, the following figures show 
the number of V.C.C. transfer students in each faculty. 



Arts I 17 
Arts II 96 
Arts III 19 
Commerce I 35 
Agriculture I 2 
Home Economics 3 
Physical Education 6 
Music 2 
Applied Science I 21 
Science I 6 
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Science II and III 43 
Forestry 3 
Elementary Education (Transfer) 44 
Elementary Education I 12 
Elementary Education II 21 
Secondary Education 31 



Total 353 

Of the transfer student performances analysed, approximately 

percent success-.-.-.*/ completed cheir year. This figure 

crr.rares favorably with the figure of thirty-four percent from 

19 S S-l? S? . Of the number completing the year, approximately three 

-ercent had a first class average, twenty-one percent a second 

class average and seventeen percent a passing average. In addition, 

some ten percent completed a partial year successfully. Approximately 

* 

fifteen percent failed the year completely. The other students are 
represented in various categories such as one or two supplementals 
cr failures. 

The performances of these students are summarized ~n a faculty 
basis in Tables 28a and 28b. 

The figures indicate that students seemed to be most successful 
in Arts II and III and Elementary Education while least successful 
in Applied Science and Science. 

Pe rfornanc e in selected courses at U.3.C . 

A further analysis of transfer student performances was 
centered around the results obtained in a number of selected courses 
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at the University. By far the largest number of these students 
took English 200 (209). In other courses the numbers ranged 
considerably and it was decided arbitrarily to include only courses 
in which the enrolment of transfer students reached a minimum of 
ten. In all, twenty-eight courses were analysed, involving an 
enrolment of one thousand and eight students. 

The percentage of first class, second class and failures 
in these courses showed a considerable range. Generally speaking, 
it appeared that performance improved as the course level increased. 

Overall, five percent obtained first class grades, twenty-four 
percent gained a second class and approximately eight percent 
failed the course completely. These, and other performances, are 
summarised in Table 2 9. 

Prediction of transfer student performance 

In an attempt to determine some predictive measure of transfer 
student performance at U.B.C., a multiple regression analysis of 
the effect's of three single independant variables (age, number of 
courses taken at V.C.C. and G.P.A. obtained at the college) upon 
the average obtained at U.3.C., was conducted. 

The number of students involved in the study was which 

were the same students analysed under various faculty enrolments 
in Table 26. All calculation was made at the U.B.C. Computing 
centre and showed, together with other information, the coefficient 
of correlation existing between each single independent variable 
and the criterion variable. The correlation between U.B.C. numerical 
average and 7.C.C. grade point average was found to be +.5^95. This 
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NOTE : The figures in brackets in each case indicate percentage. As these are rounded 

figures, they do not always total 100. 
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• figure , calculated from 35# cases, was high and significant at 
the .01 level of confidence, (two tailed test). 

The correlation coefficient found to exist between age and 
U.B.C. average was +.2133. This figure, although significant 
with the large number of cases, was considered to be relatively 
unimportant as obviously this represents only 4$ of the variance 
in the criterion which is attributable to age. 5 " The remaining 
variable, number of courses taken at V.C.C., proved to be insig- 
nificantly correlated with the criterion variable. 

Other information reported by the analysis included the means 
and standard deviations of each variable which were as follows: 



Variable 


Mean 


Standard Deviation 


U.B.C. average 


59.63 


10.32 


age 


1.94 


to 

• 


number of courses 


11.19 


4. 78 


V.C.C. G.P.A. 


2.44 


.47 



A further representation of the prediction analysis of college 
G.P.A. upon U.B.C. numerical average was attempted in the form of 
a single entry expectancy table. This table shows the percentage' 
probability of obtaining the stated university average in terms of 
college G.P.A. 

This information is represented in Table 30* 



*For the purposes of the study, four age groups were defined, 
(1) 18-21, (2 ) * 22-25 > (3) 26-44, (4) 45 and over. 
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’’•'All figures are expressed as a percentage. 
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Comparison of co u rse grade distribution with regular U. 3 .C. stu< 
A further comparison of percentage grade distribution in c* 
courses with "regular" university students was made. Again, it 
arbitrarily decided to select courses as a basis of comparison ’ 
the enrolment of transfer students reached a minimum of thirty. 

On this basis, twelve courses were selected from a variety 
departments. The comparison shows that the V.C.C. transfer stu 
did not perform as well as the "regular" students, particularly 
the higher grades (classes I and II). The failure rates varied 
what but again appeared to favor the "regular" students. 

This information is represented in Table 31. 



Conclusions 

In making any definite conclusions as a result of the stuu 
it seems appropriate to add similar cautions to those expressed 
the time of the previous report. The group of subjects represe 
only the second relatively large number of students to transfer 
from Vancouver City College to the University of British Columb 



Although a much clearer picture is beginning to develop, the cc 
elusions must be considered as still somewhat tentative. It w 1 



be interacting to explore 



fur Lner 



ratification 



of 



th e s e 



trends 



future transfer groups. 

With this restriction in mind, the following conclusions c 



be drawn: 

1. Again, G.P.A. obtained at Vancouver City College prov? 
to be a fairly good indicator of future performance at U.B.C. 



o 
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4 danger of .setting any strictly arbitrary minimum G.P.A. as a 
requirement for transfer status, however, is discussed elsewhere 
in this study. 

2. While approximately forty percent of transfer students 
successfully completed their year at U.3.C., no further information 
was available as to how many of the remainder passed supplementals 
or corrected their status at summer school. Quite probably, this 
perc exit age of passes would be increased if further investigation 
was carried out. 

3. Examination of transfer student performance in various 
courses compared to "regular” U.3.C. students seemed to indicate 
tnat transfer students were not as successful as their "regular” 

• counterparts. However, the percentage of transfer students passing 
the course, in most cases, was comparable. It was apparent that 
the "regular” students gained somewhat more of their share of first 
and second class grades as compared to transfer students. 

4. The single entry expectancy table indicated clearly that 
the higher the G.P.A. obtained at City College, the greater the 
probability of earning a higher academic average at the University. 
This conclusion was further supported by the coefficient of corre- 
lation obtained between the G.P.A. and the university average. 

5. It seems apparent that, in future reports, probability of 
U.3.C* success could better be reported on an individual faculty 
basis. The prognosis for success in the various faculties appeared 
to vary greatly between faculties. 
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6. The fact that more than forty percent of the transfer group 
was able to satisfy the requirements for their year at the university 
is indicative of the value of the function which the College serves. 
The forty percent figure compared favorably with the thirty-four 
percent of the previous year. Again it might be interesting to 
speculate upon the chances of these people entering the university 
had the college not been in existence. 

7. By the same token, the percentage of transfer students 
failing the year remained around fifteen percent. This figure 
might be interpreted as being somewhat encouraging. 

Finally the value of this type of research seems significant 
enough to encourage its repetition in succeeding years. It is the 
intention of the authors to continue these studies. 




FINAL COMMENTS 



The community college is extending opportunity in higher 

education to a large number of students who would not likely be able 

to undertake a degree program. The college is particularly useful 

to those students who have for some time been away fr ' i *ormal 

education, to those whose secondary school achievement was marginal, 

to, those who wish, to re-evaluate their academic possibilities without 

enduring the initial impact of the four year institution, to those 
, • 

mature students for whom the whole range of higher education appears 
as a formidable obstacle and to foreign students who may not be able 
to directly qualify for admission to a university. *To these, and 
possibly others, the community college offers the much needed 
opportunity to attempt higher education. 

It would appear that the majority of transfer students with 
at least a 2.0 grade point average could probably achieve his goal 
at a university. However, it would seem that some students are now 
transferring to faculties whose level of achievement they are unable 



to meet* 



Higher requirements for transfer to certain faculties 



seems inevitable. At the same time G.P.A.'s should not be the sole 
criteria for admission from a community college to a further institution 
of higher learning. Evidence would indicate that certain students with 
below what is normally considered an acceptable G.P.A. do succeed in their 
first year at a university. 

No single conclusion could be drawn about the transfer student 
performance due to probable differences among the faculties entered. 
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Undoubtedly, the probability of success subsequent to the community 
college depends as much on the program selected as on the ability 
demonstrated while at college. 

Some concern should be shown for the attrition rate after 
transfer. Firm conclusions on this point require further study and 
a larger sampling of students than was available for this report. 

With the increased numbers of transfer students, the growing 
number of course choices, and the growing pressure from the community 
for involvement in higher education, the present system for articulation 
would seem inadequate. Interdependence among the college and university 
faculties and administrators will surely be increased in the future. 

This interdependence, however, need not cause the community college to 
become a "satelite university", 

f 

The achievement of college transfer students at the four year 
institution would indicate, at least from results as outlined in this 
report,' that these students generally speaking will compare favourably 
with the regular University student. 
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